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It is a place where dreams are nurtured, where hope is brought to life, where severe      challenges are met with profound love.
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How can my $25 make a difference?
It costs nearly $200 a day to take care of one resident at St. Mary’s . . .
Healthcare services are not cheap. And even when Medicaid benefits cover the most basic needs, Medicaid funding is inadequate to cover the
cost of some programming such as work training, the ABA Learning Center, and other important activities.
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That’s where you come in…

NEWSLETTER

Like you, we believe that individuals with special needs deserve a high quality of life where they are loved, happy and well taken care of.
Without your support, we would not be able to offer these services. Your gifts allow us to provide a higher level of care. Without you, it
wouldn’t be possible.
…That’s how your $25 gift will make a difference. You don’t have to be wealthy to have a practical, everyday impact on the life of a child with special
needs. Make your gift today.

Managers’ Wish List
We need your help to provide higher quality of life for residents.
Consider making a gift today to cover the costs of the following
items:
• Auto Scrubber Floor Machine – Help make campus
cleaner and safer for everyone. This would keep the
cafeteria floors and bathrooms cleaner for the residents.
Total Cost = $3,200

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wagons
Tonka trucks
Sandboxes
Holiday Movies
Art supplies, including paints, brushes, canvases
Magazine subscriptions for the dorms

profound

st. mary’s

Annual Report
now available
Your annual report “The
Future of Care” showcases
how you make possible St.
Mary’s plans, strategies,
and accomplishments to
create a better life for our
residents.

This Issue
Resident Spotlight P.2

Benefactor Spotlight P.3
Wishlist P.4

• Resurface and extend the walking trail
Total Cost = $10,000
• Cases of water for emergency purposes
Quantity: 30
Total Cost = $200
• Karaoke Machine/Portable PA System, Quantity: 1
Total Cost = $100

Thanks to your generosity residents have the assurance of safety that they deserve. With more CPR equipment we will train 90 personnel
each month in CPR Training and Recertification. Thank you for providing the residents with the safety they deserve.
Without your generosity, we would simply not be able to provide our
residents with the quality of life they deserve! We believe, as you
believe, residents deserve a life filled with happiness, dignity, and
respect. Thanks to your generosity, we will be able to do that.
If you would like to help make a difference in the life of a child
with special needs, please consider making a gift today!
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With this report, we
celebrate stories of
fulfillment, the joy of
residents’ growth and the
potential for touching lives
yet imagined. The report
is available for viewing at
www.stmarysalexandria.org
or request a copy by calling
(318) 445-6443.
To receive updates
and information visit, and
subscribe to the mailing list
at www.stmarysalexandria.
org.
Also, like us on
Facebook (facebook.com/
StMarysRTS) see our
channel on YouTube.com/
SaintMarysRTS and follow
us on Twitter (twitter.com/
st_marys_rts)!

Your support helps provide fulfilling work for residents
Your support helps St. Mary’s provide
fulfilling work for residents. This year, St.
Mary’s opened a new Thrift Store, “Finders
Keepers.”
If you’ve ever had a chance to meet Jessie,
you’ll have been greeted with a smile, a
handshake and a prompt, “it’s nice to meet you.”
Jessie is a darling, kind, and smart young lady.
Jessie graduated from Alexandria Senior High
School in 2014 and has lived at the Joy Nalty
Hodges Group Home for 12 years.
This year, Jessie started working at St.
Mary’s new thrift store, Finders Keepers. She
works with her colleague and roommate, Toni. “I
observed her for about six months. We saw that
she could read, do math, and was very organized.
She is very smart and capable. And I thought
this would be a great place for her to apply
her skills and build on them,” explained work
programs manager, Tonya Masson.
“Being in the thrift shop has helped her relax

and has really improved her interpersonal
communication skills,” explained Masson. Jessie
enjoys straightening clothing and accessories,
and sorting out donations. But her biggest
triumph has been the way she has improved her
communication skills through interacting with
customers.
“It makes me feel proud and happy,” she
said when asked how it feels to receive a
paycheck.
The mission of Finders Keepers Thrift Store is
to provide opportunities for the residents, increase
community awareness and provide an outlet for
people to donate their gently used items. If you
would like to make a gift to support St. Mary’s
residents like Jessie, please call Bethany Mueller
at (318) 445-6443. To donate your gently used
items please call work programs manager, Tonya
Masson at (318) 445-6443.

CONTACT US
Physical address:

6715 Highway 1 North
Boyce, LA 71409
Mailing address:
P.O. Drawer 7768
Alexandria, LA 71306
(318) 445-6443

Board of Directors
Most Rev. Ronald P. Herzog
Chairman
Sr. Mavis Champagne, OLS
Administrator
Mrs. Cindy Beauregard
Sr. Ann Brangan, CCVI
Rev. Scott Chemino, VG, JCL
Mr. Darrell Dubroc
Mr. Cliston Guillot
Mr. Robert “Bob” Hecker
Mr. Adam Loftin
Rev. Bruce Miller, JCL
Mr. Jim Parks
Rev. Chad Partain
Rev. August Thompson

a note from Sr. Mavis
“St. Mary’s loves its children as individuals”
Before coming to
St. Mary’s a little over 3
years ago, I knew that it
was a wonderful place
and it was home to some
very special children.

What I didn’t know was
just how many parts it takes
to make a place like this run!
When Bishop Greco started St.
Mary’s in 1954, there were a
dozen children and a handful of
staff who assisted the few sisters who worked there. Today,
St. Mary’s is home to 200 residents and employs over 350
people! Each resident, parent,
employee and benefactor play
an important and crucial role
in the life of St. Mary’s. I’m reminded of St. Paul’s letter to
the Corinthians when he said,

Ms. Karen Coor
Operations Director

~ Sr. Mavis

Springs and Walker, Louisiana.  
“It’s an easy way to benefit the
residents of St. Mary’s but also to
bring awareness to what St. Mary’s
does for kids with developmental
disabilities,” she explained.
Nora and Wal-Mart’s generosity
doesn’t go unnoticed by the
residents. “They have donated
MANY holiday items used for
campus activities. Wal-Mart gave
Halloween items such as piñatas,
face paint, costumes, etc., which
were used in the Halloween
Carnival. The kids really look
forward to activities like this,”
explains Jessica Hamilton, ABA

Programs Manager.
“Without their generosity,
St. Mary’s would not be able to
provide this level of fun and care
for the residents because we don’t
have extra money in the budget for
decorations,” explains Hamilton.
More importantly, though Nora
always says, “We don’t just do
this for Peyton. We do it for all the
residents of St. Mary’s.”
If you are interested in providing
in-kind donations and transforming
the lives of St. Mary’s residents,
please call Bethany Mueller at
(318) 445-6443.

Mrs. Christi Guillot
Administrative
Services Director
Mr. Tony L. “Bo” Vets, II
Programs Director

If his big brown eyes
don’t capture your heart, his
huge smile surely will.
Jordan is a sweetheart. But
when he came to St. Mary’s
his family knew he needed
more than they could provide.
He was placed at St. Mary’s
to be given a 24-hour structured environment. During the

transition from home to St.
Mary’s, Jordan would explore
boundaries and show agitation
in large crowds. Ms. Pearl has
been by Jordan’s side since he
first started ABA.  
The Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) Learning
Center has helped him build
new skills. The program
serves nearly 20 residents.
They target objectives that
help residents become as
independent as they can.
“When he has accomplished
something, like making his
bed, you begin to see how
things start lining up...you
can see the spark in his
eyes,” explained Ms. Pearl.
This year, Jordan moved

from the dorm to a group
home. Though it’s a big move
for him, the skills he’s learned
in ABA are helping him transition more smoothly.
“Every now and then you
have a kid that comes along,
like Jordan. You get to open
that door and reach that
kid and get him to realize
what he needs to do to be
successful. When he gets
it, that’s what matters,” Ms.
Pearl explained.
For the rest of the story,
visit our website – www.
stmarysalexandria.org
To find out how you can
support the ABA Learning
Center, contact Bethany
Mueller, (318) 445-6443.

Your monthly gift
is a sustaining
gift!
Be a Saint with a monthly

donation and help us provide

continued love for those with
the most profound challenges.
Your monthly gift helps form a
predictable source of income

we can count on to provide
enrichment

programs

that

help each child obtain a higher

quality of life; the easiest way
to give and ensure that St.
Mary’s receives your ongoing

support. Won’t you be a Saint
today?

   “Making a monthly donation

is an easy way to help support

our daughter, Lexi. We live

three hours away and cannot
always be there to support

her so we help her by giving

Heart-to-Heart

Behavior therapy program
finds key to unlock door to Jordan

Mrs. Susan Dauzat
Health Services Director

Keep in touch!
Stay up-to-date and sign up
to receive our e-newsletter
by visiting our website or on
Facebook (facebook.com/
StMarysRTS) visit our
channel on YouTube.com/
SaintMarysRTS or follow
us on Twitter (twitter.com/
st_marys_rts)!

get a glimpse of a few of the
people whose lives are touched
and transformed through the
hard work of our staff, the trust
of our parents, and the generosity of our benefactors.
In closing, I would like to
take this opportunity to wish
each of you and your family
many blessings for Christmas
and the New Year.

When Nora’s grandson, Peyton,
came to St. Mary’s in 2010 she
wanted to make life better not only
for Peyton but for all residents
of St. Mary’s. “It’s difficult to take
someone you love with all your
might and place them elsewhere,
even when you know it’s in their
own best interest,” explained Nora
on the decision his family made to
bring him to St. Mary’s, “but this is
Peyton’s home now.”
Nora and her family have gone
above and beyond, finding ways to
donate items to the residents. Most
recently, she has built relationships
with Wal-Mart stores in Denham

Meet Jordan!

Administration:

Please consider supporting
St. Mary’s by returning
the envelope enclosed
or give online at www.
stmarysalexandria.org

“We are many parts, we make
up one body.”
I firmly believe that our
work here at St. Mary’s is more
than work - it’s a ministry that
God has called into being. In a
recent conversation with one of
our staff, she shared with me
that although she has worked
in places similar to St. Mary’s,
this place is different. I asked
her to explain. “St. Mary’s cares
about the person - whether the
person is the resident, the parent or the staff. St. Mary’s loves
its children as individuals and I
love St. Mary’s.” This was very
pleasing for me to hear and I’m
sure, were he still here with us,
it would have brought a smile to
Bishop Greco’s face as well.
In this newsletter, you will

Family’s
passion
increases
fun around
campus
activities for
residents

“We are eternally grateful for what
you have given not only to Drew but
to his entire family.”
Drew is a happy, bright young man. He was raised with two older
brothers in Lafayette, Louisiana. He is adored by his family, friends and
community where he lives. But it wasn’t always easy for the Afeman’s.  
Drew lived with family for a long time, growing up with his older brothers
who he admired. Once his brothers reached adolescence, however,
Drew was left with very little in the way of friendship and activities.  Steve and Susan Afeman, along with their large
network of family and friends, did all they could to provide stimulating activities for Drew. But in the end it was clear that
the potential for this amazing young man was not being fulfilled.
“He needed a place that could provide him with more opportunities. St. Mary’s was such a place and Drew thrived,”
explained Drew’s mother, Susan. Drew joined the St. Mary’s family in January of 1996.  His years at St. Mary’s were
formative and life-changing.
A few years ago he had an opportunity to move to another group home but it wouldn’t have been
possible without his years at St. Mary’s. Susan commented, “Drew wouldn’t be where he is today
without the help of St. Mary’s. We are eternally grateful for what St. Mary’s has given not only to Drew
but to his entire family.”
If you would like to be a part of changing the life of a family like Drew’s, consider making a gift today.
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to St. Mary’s in hopes that it
will make a difference in her
life and in the life of other

children as well.” – Donna
Grayson, Mother of Lexi.

Your recurring online

donation
flexible.

is

You

secure

choose

and

the

amount you wish to give each

month and you can change,
or cancel, your pledge at
any time. Sign up now and

make your first donation by
credit card online through our

online giving page or at www.
stmarysalexandria.org.

   Questions? Please contact
the Development Coordinator

at (318) 445-6443 ext. 2106
or

at

bethany.mueller@

stmarys-rts.org.

